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The Bulldog News

OUR KIDS FIRST--
THANK YOU!

From Mr. Kuhlman, Superintendent, and the Board of Education: We want to start by thanking the community for their 
support of the millage this past November. A special thanks to all of you who took an active role with the campaign. This was a 
victory for our community and our kids. It also sends the message that our schools are important to our community. Since the 
election, the board and administration have been busy planning with the architects and the construction team. The goal is to 
complete all phase one projects by the start of school in the fall. The only project that may not be finished this fall is the new 
locker room. This project will take longer due to the fact it is new construction. We are excited about all of the pieces of the 
project, and we are especially excited about our upgrades to technology. We are looking at classroom upgrades and student 
devices. All of our technology upgrades will have a direct impact on teaching and learning. ! Letter continued on back page . . . 
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ELEMENTARY: A MID-YEAR REVIEW IN PICTURES

Centreville graduates now volunteer firemen, Abe Merten 
and Tim Brandys, stopped by to teach our students about 

fire prevention. 

The Christmas Programs were a huge hit! The students sang 
some of their favorite Christmas carols, and everyone was in 

the holiday sprit. Thank you to Mrs. Bunning and her elves 
for all of their hard work!

Calling all Campers . . . during March is Reading Month, the Bulldogs headed off 
to Camp Paws! Mrs. Carpenter and other teachers planned a “tent-riffic” month 

of activities for our students. Students dusted off their hiking boots, got out 
their compasses, and set off on many reading adventures.

Recess was SNOW much fun this year!

Zeus, the Guinness Book 
of World Records largest 
dog, came to school after 

Christmas break. The kids 
enjoyed this larger-than-

life great dane that stands 
7 feet, 4 inches tall and 

weights 155 pounds. Zeus 
lives in Otsego, MI. 

Pictured here with Mrs. 
Coney’s class.

The staff has enjoyed and participated in several team-
building activities throughout the year. 

Grandparents Day is always a 
special time for our students 

at Centreville Elementary. 
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JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL: FOCUS ON STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Ms. Rolfe is truly excited to report 
that so far this year has been a 
success in the art room. Students 
have been working hard with a wide 
range of materials and mastering 
their skills. They have focused on 
still life drawing, proper paint 
mixing, clay construction as well as 
watercolor painting. The art classes 
also joined Three Rivers 
Community Schools by donating 
ceramic bowls for the 19th Annual 
Empty Bowls Soup Dinner on 
February 6th at Three Rivers High 
School. Student bowls were a part of 

the silent auction table and all proceeds were be donated to 
the Three Rivers Area Emergency Care Network Food Site.

Oil Painting by 
Sophomore 

Demi Wickey.

The Centreville Business Professionals of America members who qualified for this year’s state BPA Competition were: Luke 
Hochstetler, 4th place, Information Technology Concepts; Isaac Miller, 3rd place, Fundamental Web Design; Michael Riess, 
2nd place, Java Computer Programming. The Regional Competition was held at Lake Michigan College and the 42nd Annual State 

Conference/Competition was at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel in Grand Rapids. 

The 8th grade boys 
basketball team 
goes undefeated 

during the 
2013-2014 season, 
and the 8th grade 

girls volleyball team 
wins the County 

Tournament. 

The Quiz Bowl teams were again successful in this year’s 
competitions. At the SJV league meet, Gabe Prieur, Justin 
Trowbridge, Zachary Drake, Keith Cline and Alex Lafler took 1st 
place; Megumi Bower, Micahel Riess, Dan Monahan, Jalen Brown, 
and Travis Shears took 2nd place; and Sarah Sirna, Rachel Sirna, 
Sarah Cline, and Andrea Bell took 4th place. Prieur, Trowbridge, 
Drake, K. Cline, Riess, Lafler, Brown and S. Cline took 1st place at 
the county tournament. They will be competing at the state 
tournament at MSU on Saturday, April 12th. 

At the SJV league meet, the junior high team of Tom Rhyner, Jacob 
Miller, Ben Stafford, and Regan Monnett took 6th place, beating 4 
high school teams. Rhyner, Miller, Stafford, Monett, Nathan Parker, 
Mariah Stratton, Bailee Riess and Brandon Little took 2nd place at 
the county tournament.  

Centreville Junior/Senior High School, under the leadership of Bret Lutz, is first in county to become Affiliate School of the 
Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, a nonprofit organization devoted to the improvement of history education. This 
resource is being used for Centreville’s Historical Society Club. 

The Affiliate School Program brings American history to life in the classroom through free classroom materials, multimedia kits, 
and traveling exhibitions; online web chats that connect the class to eminent historians in real-time; opportunities for students to 
participate in contests; unlimited access to the Gilder Lehrman Collection of more than 60,000 American historical documents; 
and exclusive web content, including teachable documents, resource lists, and more from History by Era. 
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It is hard to believe that we have less than half of the school year to go. It has been a great year to this point, and our dedicated 
staff has been working hard to provide the best and safest learning environment for our students, despite the interruptions of 
the weather. I am amazed at their commitment to our students on a daily basis. 

Paragraph !om Front Page . . . 

I have been asked by several parents about our budget issues and the millage. Millage dollars can’t and won’t solve these 
problems. Millage money can only be targeted for items included on the ballot. It can't be used for wages, benefits, books, and, 
in particular, adding or retaining staff. Again next year we will have to tighten our belts, regardless of what happens in the 
legislature concerning our budget. 

One of our major issues has been the weather and the number of days we have missed. We have missed 10 days and the state will  
forgive six of those days. This means without any legislative intervention we will have to make up days. Last year the legislature 
allowed schools to makeup hours and not days. As a county we have petitioned the state to forgive two days due to the fact that 
there was a travel ban in effect. We haven’t heard any word regarding our request. I will keep you updated. 

I want to thank you again for your support of the millage. This will truly have an impact on our students for years to come. I 
also want to thank you for all you do as our partners in educating your children. It is truly appreciated. Enjoy the rest of the 
school year.

Sincerely, 
Mr. Robert Kuhlman, Superintendent
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